Evaluation of QuickVue, a rapid enzyme immunoassay test for the detection of serum antibodies to Helicobacter pylori.
QuickVue is an enzyme immunoassay test for qualitative detection of serum immunoglobulin-G antibodies to Helicobacter pylori. We evaluated its ability to predict infection by H. pylori in 100 adult and 49 pediatric patients referred for gastric endoscopy. A patient was defined as infected with H. pylori if either culture or histology was positive. Of the 100 adult patients, 64 had H. pylori infection and QuickVue correctly identified 59 of the 64. Of 36 H. pylori-negative patients, 20 were correctly identified as negative by the test. In this sample of patients, QuickVue had a sensitivity of 92% and a specificity of 56%. In the 49 pediatric patients, QuickVue correctly identified nine of 11 infected cases and 34 of 38 noninfected patients. In this group, the sensitivity was 82% and the specificity was 89%. Overall the test had a sensitivity of 91% and a specificity of 73%. The positive predictive value was 77% and the negative predictive value was 89%.